
2021 PRAYER FOCUS: WALKING AS JESUS
WALKED — LIVING AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS

ONE LORD — ONE MISSION — ONE TEAM — The theme of SHIFT National Conference can be
easily forgotten, and yet the reality that we serve ONE LORD to accomplish ONE MISSION that
can only be done by one unified team undergirded with prayer and empowered by the Holy
Spirit will continue to be true. The conference theme: ONE MISSION/ONE TEAM all under the
authority and leadership of ONE LORD reflects a disciple-making culture. We dare not forget
who we serve or why we serve, and we dare not forget that we do this together.

OCTOBER PRAYER FOCUS — PRAYING FOR PASTORS TO WALK AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS

Disciples are people who reflect the character and priority of Jesus. They pursue an intimate
relationship with the Father, seek to be holy people, reflect dependence on the Father, care
deeply for lost people, are committed to leading others to life as disciples of Jesus, and seek to
be the hands and feet of Jesus to a hurting world.

Pastors are pulled in many directions. Some expect them to be CEOs of a growing religious
organization. Others expect them to be great orators, able to engage the attention of
congregants each week. There are those who want them to be great counselors able to solve
marriage problems. Then there are those who want them to be the political voice in the
community and lead the church in political matters.

Pastors are called, like all of us, to live as disciples of Jesus, which includes leading a disciple-
making culture. The weight of that responsibility and the pressures that others often place on
them can be overwhelming; so much so that many leave ministry before reaching retirement.

If you read stories of people like Moody, Spurgeon, and Graham, you will read of people who
regularly prayed for them. These leaders would attribute the “success” of their ministry to the
people who prayed. The month of October is often recognized as “Pastor Appreciation Month.”
Perhaps the greatest expression of appreciation one can engage in is to commit to pray for
them.

Pastors serve because of a call on their lives. They do it not for money or accolades, but
because they love Jesus and because He called them to serve in this capacity as pastor. You
have the privilege of partnering with your pastor in ministry by praying for him/her. Your
prayers may be the key to the effectiveness of his/her ministry. Your prayers do make a
difference.



1. The Greatest Commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you for our pastor(s). We praise you for their love for
you and that they have been captured by your love for them. We praise you that they seek your
Kingdom. Forgive us for times when we have not joined them in seeking your Kingdom first but
wanted our own way. We pray that our pastors’ love for you will grow deeper and deeper as they
serve you. We pray that your Spirit will work in their hearts in power and that they will continue
to lead in seeking first the Kingdom of God and Your righteousness.

2. Strong Character and Integrity: “The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a
good conscience and a sincere faith” (1 Timothy 1:5). “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places” (Ephesians 6:10-12).

PRAYER: Father, we praise you for pastors who reflect the character of Christ. We praise you that you
clothe them with your armor. Forgive us for being critical when we have seen weaknesses instead of
interceding for them. Remind us that they and we are in a spiritual battle and that the enemy seeks to
destroy. We pray that you will clothe them with your armor. Protect them from the attacks of the enemy
so that they can lead from a pure heart.

3. Pursuing Jesus: “O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You;
My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1). “Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you that you are the Satisfier of the soul. We praise you that you
refresh us when we are dry, and you renew us. We praise you for your Word and for pastors who are
devoted to carefully teaching it. We acknowledge that they have a longing in their soul for you and we
pray that you will satisfy that longing. We pray that as they pursue you, they will receive courage to
proclaim your Word boldly. We pray your Church will eagerly receive your Word.

4. Growing in Discernment: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all
without reproach, and it will be given him” (James 1:5). 

PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that you give wisdom to your children. We praise you for the
wisdom you have given our pastor as he leads this body. We pray you will protect pastors from
the effects of sinful or negative attitudes that they encounter in the context of ministry. We ask
that you continue to grant them wisdom to teach and lead this body of believers.

5. A Strong Marriage: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her” (Ephesians 5:25).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for our pastor and spouse. We praise you for the way you have made
them to complement each other. We pray their love for each other will grow deeper and deeper. We ask
that you protect the marriages of our pastors. We pray that you will keep these marriages strong as
models of Christ’s relationship with the Church. Keep us from a critical spirit. Remind us to keep them in
prayer.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%206.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.25


6. Healing and Joy: “To grant to those who mourn in Zion — to give them a beautiful headdress instead
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit” (Isaiah
61:3a).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you because you are the source of healing. We praise you that in the midst of
hurt and loss you anoint our pastors with the oil of gladness. We know that those in leadership are often
wounded by those with whom they serve. We ask that you heal any hurts that our pastors have suffered
in ministry. We pray that you would fill their hearts with joy and cover them with garments of praise so
that they may serve you with gladness and encourage your people to worship with a joyful, surrendered
spirit. Keep us from being the source of their wounding. We lift them to you.

7. A Strong Family: “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for our pastor’s family. We praise you for their children. We pray for
their children. We pray especially that the pressures of the ministry will not discourage or embitter
them. We pray that you will equip our pastors to provide godly leadership in the home, not based on
fear of what others will think, but according to scriptural truth. Guard our hearts from a critical spirit and
our tongues from critical words. Use us to build them up.

8. Protection from Evil: “Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—the Most High, who is
my refuge—no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent” (Psalm 91:9–10; see
also John 17:15; Isaiah 54:17; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 1 Peter 3:12; Psalm 9:9–10). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you for your promise of protection. You taught your disciples to pray, “deliver
us from evil.” We pray that you will protect our pastors from the evil plots of Satan. We pray that you
will empower them to resist temptation and keep them from yielding to pressure to compromise your
Word. We pray the enemy will not be able to use us as his instruments to bring discouragement or pain
to our pastor and his family.

9. Tending the Prayer Hedges: “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for

pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians

10:4-5; see also Matthew 19:6). 

PRAYER: Father, we thank you for the power of prayer. We ask that you build a hedge of protection

around the marriages of our pastors. We pray that you will keep them aware of the potential for

improper relationships. Guard their hearts and give them the resolve to work diligently to build an

even stronger marital bond. Teach them and us to be vigilant in prayer on their behalf.

10. A Guarded Heart: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians
6:10–11; see also Romans 13:14).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the armor of God. We pray you will clothe our pastors with the full
armor. Guard their hearts. Remind us to pray for them regularly. Keep them morally pure. We pray you
will strengthen them in the power of your might. We pray they will have an inner strength that comes
from you.

11. Deep Friendships: “But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served
with me in the gospel” (Philippians 2:22). 
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PRAYER: Father, we praise you for friends — for people who walk with us in this journey of being
disciples. We pray that you will bring two kinds of people into the lives of our pastors. We pray that you
will bring men like Paul into their lives to encourage and challenge them in ministry — men who will pray
for them. We also pray that you would bring men like Timothy into their lives — men in whom they can
invest and show your love and grace. We pray that you will guard our hearts from jealousy when we are
not a part of that inner circle of friends.

12. Growing in Humility: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8; see also
Galatians 6:14).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you call us to be your hands and feet in this world. We praise you
that you have called our pastor to lead us to minister to the needs in the community. We pray you will
continue to help our pastors walk in humility before you. We pray that they will serve with pure motives
and that they will give you glory for every gain and every victory. Teach us to walk with them and
support the ministry of compassion in our community.

13. Keeping a Balanced Life: “But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to
others I myself should be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:27).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you care about us — body, soul, and spirit. We know that ministry
can take a toll on the body as well as the spirit. We pray you will help our pastors be good stewards of
their lives. Teach them to balance rest and work. We pray that you will provide times of relaxation and
renewal to balance the stress of ministry. We pray that you will help us as the Church to grant them time
and space to be renewed. 

14. Fearing God: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the men and women you have called to vocational ministry. We
praise you for the preparation you have done in their lives. You have prepared them spiritually and
educationally. We pray that they will continually commit themselves to prayer and the ministry of the
Word (Acts 6:4), walking in the fear of the Lord. We pray that their love for you will keep them from the
fear of man. We pray they will seek to please you rather than men and that they will pursue holiness
rather than the praise of men.

15. Leading as a Shepherd: “Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly” (1 Peter
5:2).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for our pastors — for these servants to whom you have extended this
calling. We praise you that they serve willingly and have willingly accepted the responsibility for the
oversight of this flock. Help us be good sheep who listen to You and to the shepherds you have given us.
We pray that you will equip them to serve with a shepherd’s heart — that they will lead with
compassion and that they will always speak the truth in love.

16. Courageous Preaching: “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ” (Colossians 1:28).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for pastors who desire that we become mature in Christ — who aren’t
satisfied that we simply show up for church services but desire that we live transformed lives. Forgive us
for the times we have resisted the challenges and corrections. We ask that you will give our pastors
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courage to preach your Word with confidence and boldness. We pray that they will preach with insight,
transparency, and humility. Use them to bring believers to maturity in Christ.

17. The Great Commission: “And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’” (Romans 10:15).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the pastors, youth workers, and other believers who shared the
Gospel with us so that we might know you. We pray you will empower our pastors to teach us to make
disciples. Help them model being disciple makers. Use them to equip your church to make disciples of
their friends. Forgive us for thinking that making disciples was all their responsibility. Move us to join in
this ministry of multiplication.

18. Prayer and Worship: “And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed” (Mark 1:35).
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you that you are accessible to each of us. We can call on you any
time day or night. We know that a mark of a disciple is dependence on you so we pray that our pastors
will be men and women of prayer. We pray they will frequent quiet places to be alone with you and that
they will find joy and peace in these times of private prayer and worship. We pray they will hunger for
deeper intimacy with you. Forgive us for leaving the praying to them. Teach us to pray as well. Remind
us of our dependence on you.

19. Using Time Wisely: “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best
use of the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15–16).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that Jesus was never in a hurry and that you have given us enough time
for pastors to do their work. We pray that you will help our pastors find the right rhythm between work
and rest. Show them that sometimes the best use of time is to come away and rest. We live in a world
that is full of distractions. We pray you will protect our pastors from unnecessary distractions. Help us
guard their time.

20. A Fresh Anointing: “And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you have sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and empower us for
ministry. We praise you for the work of the Holy Spirit in and through the lives of our pastors. We pray
for a fresh, divine anointing on them. We pray that others might see you in them and that their
preaching, teaching, and leadership will have the mark of the empowerment of the Spirit of God. We
pray your Holy Spirit will move in our church.

21. Trusting God in Conflict: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you that Jesus gave us such a great example of trusting you in the
midst of suffering. We praise you for the grace you have given our pastors when they have faced
criticism or experienced personal loss. Jesus told His followers that they would face opposition —
including persecution. We pray for our pastors, that in the face of criticism and even suffering, they will
maintain the mind of Christ, that they will trust you to walk with them through the trials, and that you
will one day set all things right. We pray that we will not be a part of their suffering.
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22. A Servant’s Heart: “But whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And
whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43b-45).

PRAYER: Father, serving is not easy; especially if those being served are ungrateful or critical.
We praise you for our pastors who serve, often under criticism. We pray that you will give each
of our pastors a servant’s heart. We pray that whether you have gifted them as prophets,
evangelists, pastors, or teachers, they would exercise those gifts as true servants of Christ, and in
doing so, they will serve others. Help us, your Church, to be grateful.
 

23. Ministry Team Unity: “So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding”
(Romans 14:19; see also John 17:20-21).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you did not design ministry to be done alone and you did not intend
for us to walk alone. We praise you for the leaders who serve with our pastor. We pray that the hearts of
the leaders in the church would be one. We pray for unity not only among them but also throughout the
congregations. We ask that you guard the hearts of believers so that the enemy cannot create division
and strife in the church. Teach us to build up one another.

 

24. Clear, Biblical Vision: “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He
may give you” (John 15:16; see also John 20:21; Matthew 28:18-20).

PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you have chosen people to give leadership to the church.
We know there are many issues clamoring for attention in the church. We pray that you will give
our pastors a clear vision of the mission to which you have called us. Keep each one from being
sidetracked with good things. We pray that each pastor will always pursue the best — the
mission you gave to the church. Don’t allow us to be one of the distractions.
 

25. A Heart for Revival: “Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?” (Psalm
85:6; see also 2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 69:32).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for those seasons of revival when you have breathed new life into your
Church. We pray that our pastors will never be satisfied with full pews but that they will always seek you
to bring fullness to the hearts of believers. Renew our pastors. Give them a heart for revival in the
Church and in the community.

 

26. The Mind of Christ: “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving”
(Colossians 2:6–7).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that we can know you through Jesus. We praise you for pastors who
have taught us to know you. We ask that each of our pastors would have the mind of Christ. We pray
that they will be rooted deeply in Him and that their love for Him will increase. We pray that just as we
look to our pastor to walk with Christ, help us also walk as Jesus walked.

27. Seeking God’s Will: “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is”
(Ephesians 5:15-17; see also Luke 9:23-24).
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PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you for our pastors who remind us of these evil times but also
remind us that one day Jesus is coming and that we should live and work in anticipation of His coming.
We thank you that our pastors are people who have counted the cost. They have taken up their crosses
and are following you. We pray that they will always seek your will for their lives and for their ministries.
We pray that you will give us ears to hear what the Spirit is saying so that we are careful to redeem the
time.

28. Work Wholeheartedly: “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward” (Colossians 3:23-24a).
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that our pastors have given themselves to the work of the Lord. We praise
you for their dedication and full commitment to the ministry of making disciples. We pray that you will
keep them fully engaged in this work to which you have called them. We pray that you will remind them
of the inheritance that awaits. Remind them of that hope, especially on the days when they see little
fruit. Help us, your Church, to be equally engaged in the work of the Lord.

29. A Growing Faith: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the faith our pastor has demonstrated as he leads us. We pray that
our pastors will grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus day by day. We pray that as they grow, they will
find greater peace and that you will take away their worries and fears. We pray that their growth will
further equip them to teach the church to be disciple makers. We pray that we will be eager to grow in
our knowledge of you as well.

30. Financial Provision and Wisdom: “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the sacrifices that many of our pastors have made in order to do
ministry. We praise you for the example they have set for us. We know that pastors do not enter
ministry for financial gain, and many are forced to live very frugally. We pray that you will, indeed,
supply their every need according to your riches in glory in Christ Jesus. We pray that your church will be
generous in their support of their pastors.

31. Rest: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that in you we find rest. We know that many of our pastors reach a point
of spiritual, physical, and emotional exhaustion. We pray that they would regularly come to you for rest.
We pray they would find rest in being yoked with you. We pray they will know the gentleness of your
touch. We pray you will give the Church grace to extend to pastors who are in need of time away. Renew
these servants, we pray.
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